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Police Officers Prayer
Lord I ask for courage
Courage to face and Conquer my fears…
Courage to take me Where others will not go…
I ask for strength
Strength of body to protect others And strength of spirit to
lead others…
I ask for dedication
Dedication to my job, to do it well. Dedication to my
community,
To keep it safe…
Give me Lord, concern
For others who trust me
And compassion for
those who need me…
And please Lord through it all
Be at my side...
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Heart Problem
Some people today have a serious heart

problem. This kind is not found with a stress
test, visits to the doctor’s office, or heart
surgery performed in the great hospitals of the
country. No, it is not a physical heart problem
we speak of today, but a spiritual heart
problem.
It is the problem caused by a multitude of
folks who have not learned the truth of God’s
Word and taken up the charge which they find
there, in those sacred pages.

The people
were so
disobedient to
God that He
sorrowed over
creating man
and the world,
thus
commanded
Noah (a
(Dr. Jeff Fuller is pastor of the
righteous
Rockford Baptist Church in
man) to build
Rockford, Alabama. You may
the Ark and
prepare for a
reach him through the church
flood.
office at 256-377-4900 or by
At the Tower
email fuller0717@gmail.com)
of Babel we
find the
people trying to reach God through selfeffort, filling the void in their life with a
tower to reach God.

For some it is a choice to not accept the
fact all are born into sin. Since Adam and Eve
-who were created in the perfect likeness of

God, yet choose to disobey God and fail in
totally trusting Him, every person who has had
a hole in their lives. Every person has
attempted to fill that void with everything and
anything to satisfy their hunger for fulfillment.
 Cain and Abel-Cain choose to disobey God
in the sacrifice he brought, while Abel
And through out the Bible people are doing
followed God’s desire for an appropriate
everything to fill the void. Today is not
offering. Cain killed Abel.
different. People continue to reach God
through self-effort, reforming,
attempting to reach God with
a desire to fill in the hole, the
void in their life. A void
which will remain empty until
an encounter and an
experience with God.
These good people
find the desire so strong,
know there is an answer
somewhere, but they continue
to struggle and stagger
through life. For those who
have come face-to-face with
Continued on Page 4
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Continued From Page 3

the real truth, the word surrender stands as a
mighty roadblock. There is no desire to give
up, give in and walk in obedience. So, they
keep doing whatever feels good, fulfilling.
“For the Jews ask for signs and the Greeks
seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to
the Gentiles. Yet to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ is God’s power and
God’s wisdom, because God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness
is stronger than human strength.” 1
Corinthians 1:22-25 (HCSB)
Yet, to those who believe, the void is filled
with the only answer to their greatest need-the
fix for the heart problem. To believe in Jesus
Christ as the only way to God, through His
death on the cross and His resurrection from the
dead, He gives forgiveness and life.
So Jesus said again, “I assure you: I am the
door of the sheep. All who came before Me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen
to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by Me,
he will be saved and will come in and go out
and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal
and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that
they may have life and have it in abundance.”
John 10:7-10 (HCSB)
We have to go to the cross on which our
Savior died, giving His life for us-even YOU!
We have to go through the cross, for it stands as
an example of willingly dying to the old life
and surrendering the old ways for a new life in
Christ. We have to embrace the cross for
without it we do not have an empty tomb, a
living Savior, a ruling Lord and a returning
King.
Yes, there is a heart problem on the spiritual
side and you have a choice to make. You can
choose Christ, life, and hope. Or you can
choose to keep living life on your own and you
will find hopelessness, despair, struggles, and

death.
The choice is for you to make. What
decision will you make?
Until next time…
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October’s

Featured Article
The Sheriff’s Office Gains A New Deputy
The Coosa County Sheriff’s Office
recently gained a new deputy to fill a
vacancy on the force, and the new
deputy is a familiar face for most of the
staff.
Deputy Frankie Jones began
working at the Sheriff’s Office last
week. He actually worked with the
office last year as a dispatcher.
“We lost a deputy that had been
with us for 10 years,” Sheriff Terry
Wilson said. “A while back, Deputy
Josh Jones, who had served this county
well, applied and moved to Sylacauga
Police Department. We wish him well
up there. Last time I talked to him,
things were going really good.”
Wilson continued, “He left us, and it
created an opening. We advertised and were looking for the next right fit as a deputy sheriff of Coosa County.”
They went through the process of interviewing qualified applicants, and one of those was Frankie Jones. “In the
selection process, we felt like Frankie was our fit for our time and our need to fill Josh’s loss,” Wilson said.
He said there were about 10 qualified applicants that were reviewed. He added that Jones was one of the few
that earned the interview process. Jones’ first day on the job was September 5. Wilson explained that Jones has
been getting equipped and that he has begun his field training.
Jones has approximately 11 years of law enforcement experience, having begun his law enforcement career in
2007. He has been APOSTC certified since 2011, or certified through the Alabama Peace Officers’ Standards and
Training Commission.
Jones said he started with the Montgomery Police Department, where he went through their academy. He said
this academy was 23 weeks long, or 672 hours. From there, he went on to do narcotics work at Maplesville Police
Department in Chilton County. He then came to the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office and worked as a dispatcher for
approximately seven to eight months. At that time the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office did not have an opening for a
deputy, so he applied with Selma Police Department and accepted a job there. He said he worked there for a short
period of time until the deputy job became available in Coosa County.
“I’m really grateful that the sheriff gave me a job back as a deputy,” Jones said. Wilson said that Jones was in
the county as a dispatcher long enough to learn the county layout pretty well. “This helped in his desire to come
Continued on Page 6
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back to serve and protect the roads of Coosa County,” Wilson added.
Jones said that when he was dispatching, he loved it in Coosa County. He added that it was a great place to work,
speaking of his love for the office and his coworkers and saying that “everybody was super nice.” He explained that
the primary reason he left to go to Selma Police Department was to keep his APOSTC certification current since there
was not a deputy job opening at Coosa County.
“In the beginning, I remember when I hired him as a dispatcher, his desire was to go on the road and be a
patrolling deputy, but we didn’t have an opening at the time,” Wilson recalled. “So he wanted to get on the road, back
in patrolling and policing. He stayed here for a while, but nothing opened up. So he went to Selma because there was
an opening there.”
Jones said that at Selma he went to the Northeast Academy in Jacksonville and took a 2-week refresher course
that is required by APOSTC. While at Selma, he was a patrol officer and special operations. He said he worked there
about 10 months. Jones had begun work as a dispatcher at Coosa County early last summer and left at the end of the
year to go to Selma. Therefore, he has mostly the same coworkers as he did last year, and he said they have been
welcoming and accommodating. “They’re about the best supervisors I ever worked for,” he said.
Jones said that he is enjoying being back with Coosa County. “It’s a big change, but it’s for the better,” he said. He
spoke of Coosa County being an overall better and safer work environment. While in Selma, he said he had been shot
at and that he had been pinned down six times since working there.
Jones is from Chilton County, where he has lived his whole life, which will be a total of 41 years as of tomorrow.
However, he said he now has a place in Coosa County. He explained that he had previously planned to move to the
county when he was working as a dispatcher. However, when he went to Selma, he said he held off on moving for a
while.
Jones comes by his law enforcement career honestly, almost seeming to inherit the career as it is in his blood. His
parents are both now retired from law enforcement. However, his mother was the first female deputy Chilton County
had, and his father was a lieutenant for the State of Alabama Corrections in Elmore.
Over the course of his career, Jones has earned some awards and recognition for his time in law enforcement. He
received the Lifesaving Award, as well as a Commendation Award in Montgomery. Additionally, he was one of 11
who received the 2014 House of Representatives Law Enforcement Medal of Honor nomination.
Wilson is pleased to welcome Jones back to the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office and to have him employed as a
deputy. “We are happy to have a highly-qualified, great-experienced, new deputy sheriff with Frankie Jones,” Wilson
said. “We’re looking forward to him serving and protecting our great citizens of Coosa County.”

National Drug Take Back Day
Saturday, October 27, 2018
From 10:00 am—2:00 pm
Coosa County Sheriff’s Office

7

WASHINGTON - Americans nationwide did their part to drop off a record number of unused, unwanted or expired prescription medications during the DEA’s 15th National Prescription Drug Take Back Day, at close to 6,000 sites across the
country. Together with a record-setting amount of local, state and federal partners, DEA collected and destroyed close
to one million pounds-nearly 475 tons-of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs, making it the most successful event in DEA history.
This brings the total amount of prescription drugs collected by DEA since the fall of 2010 to 9,964,714 pounds, or 4,982
tons.
“Today we are facing the worst drug crisis in American history, with one American dying of a drug overdose every nine
minutes,” said Attorney General Jeff Sessions. “An unprecedented crisis like this one demands an unprecedented response--and that's why President Trump has made this issue a priority for this administration. DEA's National Drug Take
Back Days are important opportunities for people to turn in unwanted and potentially addictive drugs with no questions
asked. These Take Back Days continue to break records, with the latest taking nearly 1 million pounds of prescription
drugs off of our streets. And so I want to thank DEA and especially every American who participated in this event. I have
no doubt it will help keep drugs out of the wrong hands and stop the
spread of addiction."
“National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is a day for every American, in
every community across the country, to come together and do his or her
part to fight the opioid crisis - simply by disposing of unwanted prescription
medications from their medicine cabinets,” said DEA Acting Administrator
Robert W. Patterson. “This event - our 15th - brings us together with local,
state and federal partners to fight the abuse of prescription drugs that is
fueling the nation’s opioid epidemic.”
Now in its 9th year, National Prescription Drug Take Back Day events continue to remove ever-higher amounts of opioids and other medicines from
the nation’s homes, where they could be stolen and abused by family
members and visitors, including children and teens.
This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. Medicines that languish in home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion,
misuse and abuse. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due
to these drugs. Studies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs
are obtained from family and friends, including from the home medicine
cabinet.
DEA launched its prescription drug take back program when both the Environmental Protection Agency and the Food and Drug Administration advised the public that their usual methods for disposing of unused medicines
-flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash-posed potential safety and health hazards.
Helping people to dispose of potentially harmful prescription drugs is just
one way DEA is working to reduce the addiction and overdose deaths
plaguing this country due to opioid medications.
Complete results for DEA’s spring Take Back Day are available at https://
takebackday.dea.gov/. DEA’s next Prescription Drug Take Back Day is Octo-
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Call Him?
If you are familiar with the area around the Kellyton Fire
Department on Coosa County Road 50 you may know that within a
three hundred yard stretch there are several intersecting roads. This, in
addition to the activity around the fire department, demands that drivers
should maintain a low speed. Obviously, a lot of folks either do not
know this or tend to forget it. Rarely do you see a car in that stretch of
road that is obeying the speed limit. Therefore, the area is frequently
the site of traffic stops.
Several years ago, I was accompanying Deputy Mike Rudd one night
when our radar indicated a vehicle was traveling almost twice the
posted limit. We turned around and pursued the vehicle which pulled into a nearby driveway.
This is not unusual. Many times, the driver pulls in the driveway hoping we will not stop them or
that they may not receive a citation since they have made it home. Neither one of these outcomes
are very common.
We approached the driver, identified ourselves and asked for the young man’s driver’s license
and proof of insurance. The driver immediately handed over his license and was attempting to
locate his insurance when the porch light of the residence came on. This also is not unusual and
understandable. When folks see blue lights in their yard it should pique their interest. I was
watching the porch when a man emerged from the house and headed our way in a trot. Being
interested in what is happening is one thing, to come running toward the officer conducting the
stop is another. I immediately ordered the man to stop. He responded, “that’s my son” while
pointing at the car. I again gave the loud verbal command for the man to STOP. The
authoritative tone slowed the man’s pace but he was still approaching. I again gave the loud
verbal command for the man to stop. My hand was on my pistol; however, I could see he did not
have anything in his hands which kept me from drawing my weapon. While I understand a
father’s concern for his son, there was nothing happening that warranted an over aggressive
response. The driver was still seated in the driver’s seat and both officers were outside of the car.
The man stopped about ten feet from me and demanded to know what was going on. I told him
the driver had been stopped for speeding. Without asking the young man whether or not he had
been speeding, the man immediately played what I assume he felt was his trump card. He said,
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“I’ll have you to know that I got Terry Wilson elected as Sheriff, do I need to call him?” As
you might imagine, that type statement doesn’t sit very well. Unfortunately, I did not give a
well thought out response, rather one right off the cuff. “Call him!”
Seeing his trump card hadn’t sent us running, the man mellowed his tone and decided he
might do better making requests rather than shouting demands and threats. I advised him we
had conducted a simple traffic stop and the driver had chosen to pull into the driveway and was
now complying with our requests. If he would like to escalate things we could accommodate
that but I really didn’t see any need for it. The man contemplated the situation and calmed
down.
I have said several times, I don’t remember anyone talking themselves out of a ticket but I
have seen several talk themselves into one. The last thing a driver who has committed a
violation needs is a third party to exacerbate the situation. The side of the road isn’t the place
for cases to be decided. If you feel the officer is wrong, you will have an opportunity to present
your case in court and/or to the Sheriff at a later date.
As for getting the Sheriff elected, I know the candidates would appreciate your vote.
However, my understanding is the candidates on the
ballot are running in an attempt to become the chief law
Reserves Meeting:
enforcement officer of the county. As one might
October 9, 2018
assume that carries with it the oath to enforce the law. I
encourage you to get out and vote.
At 6:00 PM at
By
E911 Building
Joel D. Glover
Coosa County Sheriff’s Office Reserve Unit

Top 5
Reserve Deputy
Hours
September
Don Hodge ………
James Ward ……...
Doug Smith ..….…
Jesse Yarbrough ..
Rusti Mascari ……

98.5 hrs.
84.5 hrs.
78.5 hrs.
49 hrs.
36 hrs.

Total Reserve Deputy Hours

599 hours

Total Officers Down = 112
As of October 1, 2018

Month:
January: 8
February: 13
March: 14
April: 14
May: 18
June: 11
July: 15
August:5
September: 13

Type Of Death:
911 Related: 10
Vehicle Pursuit: 4
Assault: 3
Vehicular Assault: 6
Auto Crash: 20
Drowned: 2
Duty Related Illness: 3
Gunfire: 43
Heat attack: 15
Motorcycle Crash: 1
Struck by Vehicle: 4
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Sheriff’s September
Arrest Report

















On September 1st Deputy Davenport arrested Samuel Douglas Buff from Clanton, AL. on a warrant for
Failure to Appear/Identity Theft 1st. He was processed and released on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial.
On September 1st Deputy Rudd arrested Jayson Eugene Hosey from Sylacauga, AL. on a warrant for
Failure to Appear/Driving while Suspended. He was processed and released on a $ 1,000 bond to await
trial.
On September 2nd Deputy Rudd arrested Angela Gay Goodwin from Rockford, AL. on the charge of
Public Intoxication. She was processed and released on a $ 500 bond to await trial.
On September 4th Deputy Richardson arrested Bryan Francis Garcia from Titus, AL. on the charges of
Possession of Marijuana 2nd and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 1st. He was processed and released
on a $ 4,000 bond to await trial.
On September 7th Deputy Richardson arrested Tyesha Michelle Jennings from Alexander City, AL. on a
warrant for Failure to Appear/ Failure to Display Insurance. She was processed and placed in the
County Jail on a $ 1,000 bond to await trial.
On September 8th Deputy Davenport arrested Jessica Renee Davis from Weogufka, AL. on a warrant for
Probation Violation. She was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial.
On September 9th Deputy Richardson arrested LaDerrick Montel Tuck from Goodwater, AL. on a
warrant for Failure to Appear/Driving While Suspended. He was processed and placed in the County
Jail on a $1,000 bond to await trial.
On September 9th Deputy Richardson arrested Anthony Sebastian Arnold from Kellyton, AL. on the
charge of Obstructing Governmental Operations. He was processed and released on a $ 1,000 bond to
await trial.
On September 11th Deputy F. Jones arrested Michael Jason Johns from Sylacauga, AL. on the charge of
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 1st. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 2,000
bond to await trial.
On September 11th Captain Hammond arrested Wesley Davis Arnold from Sylacauga, AL. on the charge
of Theft of Property 1st and Burglary 3rd. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $10,000
bond to await trial.
On September 11th Deputy Rudd arrested Casey Hugh Barnett from Sylacauga, AL. on the charge of
Failure to Appear/Unlawful Manufacturing of a Controlled Substance. And Possession of a Controlled
Substance. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 10,000 bond to await trial.
On September 11th Captain Hammond arrested Stephanie Lynn Isbell Compton from Anniston, AL. on
the charges of Theft of Property 1st X 2, Theft of Property 2nd X 2 and Burglary 3rd X 4. She was
processed and placed in the County Jail on a $55,000 bond to await trial.
On September 15th Lt. Burke arrested April Nicole Barnes from Sylacauga, AL. on a warrant for
Probation Violation. She was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial.
On September 11th Captain Hammond arrested Tristan Drake Slay from Sylacauga, AL. on the charges
of Theft of Property 1stX 2, Theft of Property 2nd X 2 and Burglary 3rd X 4. He was processed and placed
in the County Jail on a $ 55,000 bond to await trial.
On September 12th Deputy Richardson arrested Cynthia Tibbs Piotrowski from Stewartville, AL. on a
warrant for Probation Violation. She was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to wait
trial.
On September 12th Deputy Richardson arrested Joshua Ramirez Salazar from Alexander City, AL. on
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warrants for Failure to Appear/Failure to Display Insurance, Speeding and Failure to Wear Seat Belt.
was processed and released on a $ 3,000 bond to await trial.
On September 12 Captain Hammond arrested Antwon Jamar Gilbert from Kellyton, AL. on the charge of
Theft of Property 1st. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $5,000 bond to await trial.
On September 13th Corporal Moon arrested Lakisha Montrese Barnes from Alexander City, AL. on
warrants for Failure to Appear / Negotiating a Worthless Instrument X 8. She was processed and placed
in the County Jail without bond to await trial.
On September 14th Chief Davidson arrested Andrae Lanell Hoytt from Montgomery, AL. on the charge of
Theft of Property 2nd. He was processed and released on a $ 5,000 bond to await trial.
On September 14th Deputy Davenport arrested Michael Eugen Hilburn from Goodwater, AL. on a warrant
for Assault 3rd. He was processed and released on a $3,500 bond to await trial.
On September 15th Deputy Davenport arrested Dalametrick Keon Twymon from Talladega, AL. on a
warrant for Failure to Appear/Possession of Marijuana 2nd. He was processed and released on a $1,000
bond to await trial.
On September 15th Lt. Burke arrested LaMichael Jacobe Corbin from Equality, AL. on a warrant for
Probation Violation. He was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial.
On September 16th Deputy Rudd arrested Robert Austin Cox from Deatsville, AL. on the charges of
Possession of Marijuana 2nd and Possession of a Concealed Firearm Without a Permit. He was processed
and placed in the County Jail on a $ 4,000 bond to await trial.
On September 17th Deputy Richardson arrested Antonio Lamar Marbury from Lineville, AL. on a warrant
for Probation Violation. He was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial.
On September 19th Chief Davidson arrested Stacy Lynn Harris from Sylacauga, AL. on a warrant for
Obstructing Governmental Operations. She was processed and released on a $2,500 bond to await trial.
On September 19th Deputy Rudd arrested Carey Jason Hand from Alexander City, AL. on a warrant for
Non-Support of a Child. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 1,000 bond.
On September 19th Deputy Rudd arrested Billy James Skelton from Sylacauga, AL. on warrants for Theft
of Property 3rd and Possession of a Controlled Substance. He was processed and released on a $10,000
bond to await trial.
On September 21st Deputy Richardson arrested Mykaylin Danielle Piotrowski from Stewartville, AL. on
warrants for Probation Violation and Resisting Arrest. She was processed and placed in the County Jail
without bond to await trial.
On September 21st Deputy Jones arrested Ira Aundra Hicks from Alexander City, AL. on warrants for
Failure to Appear/Driving While Revoked x 2. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a
$2,000 bond to await trial.
On September 22nd Deputy Jones arrested LaCori Nytavious McCoy from Sylacauga, AL. on warrant for
Failure to Appear/Speeding. He was processed and released on a $ 1,000 bond to await trial.
On September 23rd Deputy Richardson arrested Odis Todd Plier from Weogufka, AL. on warrants for
Failure to Appear/Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 1st and Possession of a Concealed Weapon without a
Permit. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial.
On September 26th Deputy Jones arrested Michael Shane Green from Gadsden, AL. on the charge of
Driving Under the Influence. He was processed and released on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial.
On September 26th Lt. Burke arrested Beverly Denise Hosmer from Evergreen, AL. on a warrant for
Criminal Trespass 3rd. She was processed and released on a $ 1,000 bond to await trial.
On September 27th Deputy Richardson arrested Ontarius Lavoire Billingsley from Talladega, AL. on a
warrant for Failure to Appear/Improper Lights. He was processed and released on a $ 1,000 bond to
await trial.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.”
Matthew 5:9
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Three Arrested for Weogufka Hunting
Club Burglary & Theft
Three individuals from Sylacauga and Anniston were
arrested in connection to a break-in at a Weogufka
hunting club. On September 7, the Sheriff’s Office took a
report from Gold Branch Hunting Club in the Weogufka
area. Victims reported that four campers had been broken
into and that numerous firearms and hunting equipment
were stolen.
The Sheriff’s Office received information concerning
a suspect possibly involved in the case.
After reviewing the information, the office
identified multiple suspects in the case.
Numerous stolen items were found in the
Sylacauga area, and the Sheriff’s Office
recovered most of the stolen property.
Suspects were identified as 22-year-old
Tristan Drake Slay of Sylacauga, 30-yearold Stephanie Lynn Isbell Compton of
Anniston and 32-year-old Wesley Davis
Arnold of Sylacauga. All three were arrested
on September 11 after it was determined that
they were allegedly involved in breaking
into the hunting club campers, as well as
stealing the firearms and other equipment.
This hunting equipment, including an ATV, and multiple firearms were
Slay and Compton were each charged
recovered from a break-in at Gold Branch Hunting Club in Weogufka.
with four counts of burglary, two counts of
first-degree theft of property and two counts of second-degree theft of property. Slay and
Compton’s total bonds were set at $55,000 for each of them. Arnold was charged with thirddegree burglary and first-degree theft of property.
His bond was set at
$10,000.
As of press time, all three
remained in custody at
the Coosa County Jail in
Rockford.
Numerous firearms,
bows, weapons, and an
ATV were recovered. The
investigation remains
ongoing with warrants
Wesley Davis Arnold
Stephanie Lynn Isbell
Tristan Drake Slay
obtained for a fourth
Compton
suspect.

Kellyton & Equality Men
Arrested in Unrelated
One man from Kellyton and another from
Equality were arrested on two unrelated theft cases.
On September 4, the Sheriff’s Office took a
report in the Kellyton area for the theft of a large
amount of scrap. Captain Scott Hammond began the
investigation and spoke with a witness. He reviewed
information provided by the witness, which led him
to P&G Endeavors on U.S. Highway 280 near
Sylacauga. He discovered that the scrap had indeed
been taken there.
The suspect was then identified as 24-year-old
Antwon Jamar Gilbert of Kellyton. Gilbert was
arrested September 12 for first-degree theft of
property. His bond was released on bond that had
been set at $5,000. Additionally, warrants have been
obtained for a second suspect in this case.
In the second case, on September 13, Chief
Deputy Joseph Davidson took a report for the theft of
firearms from the Equality area. The victim provided
information on the suspect to Davidson. After
following up on leads, all of
the firearms were found at
numerous pawn shops
throughout Montgomery.
The suspect was identified
as 23-year-old Andrae
Lanell Hoytt of Equality. He
was arrested September 14
for second-degree theft of
property. Hoytt’s bond was
set at $5,000, and he has
since been released on bond
Antwon Jamar Gilbert
to await trial. All of the
allegedly-stolen firearms
were recovered.
Anyone who
suspects or observes illegal
activity is encouraged to
report it to the Coosa
County Sheriff’s Office at
256-377-4922 or online at
www.coosacountyso.org.
Anonymous tips are also
welcome.
Andrae Lanell Hoytt
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Through the eyes of a drone: Sheriff’s Office
implements new technology

The Coosa County Sheriff’s Office has recently implemented a newer form of technology, adding a drone to its
force. “The Sheriff’s Office is always looking for new
tools that we can use to help us do our job better,” Sheriff
Terry Wilson said. “That’s a constant review of brand new
equipment, and certainly technology. Things come our
way from time to time, and the drone technology has certainly, I would say, exploded on the scene of law enforcement in a national way. Law enforcement agencies now are
certainly adding this new technology to their tool chest.”
Wilson said the reason agencies are adding the use of
drone technology is because of “what it has to offer,” including the technology of having a “camera in the sky” to
capture things on the ground.
The drone is able to fly from 150 to 400 feet above
ground level and is capable of capturing high-quality pho- Sheriff Terry Wilson shows the DJI Phantom 4 Professional
tos and videos from those angles, helping them to “capture model drone his office purchased and recently put into use at
the moment” photography-wise, Wilson explained.
the Sheriff’s Office.
He said he had a couple of citizens who are great supporters of the Sheriff’s Office make some donations at the beginning of the year. “Anytime somebody makes a donation
to our department, we try to utilize that to the best of our ability to make sure it’s not wasted and that it goes to a
good cause,” Wilson said. “I want those that made those donations to know this is what we spent it on. We saved
that money until we could find the right model and the right price to purchase a very nice drone system.”
He explained that they have already begun training for the drone operation. They first had to have a drone operator,
and Wilson said that he asked Don Hodge, reserve deputy, if he would be interested in it, and Hodge accepted the
challenge.
Hodge received training and the necessary licensing to operate a drone in a law enforcement capacity properly.
This training was a 2-day course at Auburn University’s Drone School. Following the two days of training, he had
to take a certification test. This was a federal test, and those who successfully complete it are issued a pilot’s license
and are certified to be operational. While Hodge is currently the only certified drone operator at the Sheriff’s Office,
Wilson said he hopes to create what he envisions as a team operation of two to three people to work with the drone.
This would allow them to have overlapping coverage for someone able to operate it properly when another drone
team member is unable to be there.
Wilson added that they want to take good care of the equipment to keep it as long as they can. They have also
developed a department drone policy that they have established. The drone model purchased is a DJI Phantom 4
Professional with a 20 MP camera, and it was purchased at the beginning of August. They have rules
and laws to follow, such as having a ceiling of 400
feet or 400 feet above a structure and not being able
to fly in restricted air spaces, among others.
The Sheriff’s Office has already deployed
the drone on one official mission, which was over
Labor Day weekend in the search of the missing
woman, Donna Brown. “It worked well, and we
covered a lot of ground with it from above,” Wilson
said.
They have now also used the drone in training in the field, which he said they will continue to
do more of. “We’re happy to have this new instrument at the Sheriff’s Office, and we look forward to
deploying and using it as often as we can as we continue to search for things that we may need to look
for that could be useful in a court of law,” Wilson
These images of downtown Rockford show an example of the
drone’s “bird eye view” and how clear and detailed the images are. said.

Mystery of Missing Woman Continues
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After two months, the mystery of Coosa County’s missing woman
lingers on, with an ongoing search still underway for Donna Brown.
Over the Labor Day weekend, the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office conducted another extensive search for Brown, seeking outside assistance
in the process.
The sheriff’s team of deputies and reserves was joined by Florida’s
Southwest Panhandle Search and Rescue Dog Team. Together, they
continued the search throughout the Browns’ property, as well as some
of the neighboring properties.
Sheriff Terry Wilson established his onsite mobile command center, which provided instant communications coupled with other search
equipment, such as ATVs, 4x4s and the Sheriff’s new Drone Team.
A thorough search was conducted in the heavily wooded area in
and around the surrounding properties to include dwellings, out buildings, ponds, and a nearby lake.
Donna Lynn Brown
However, at the conclusion of this thorough search, no evidence of
Brown’s presence was found. The investigation remains ongoing. The
agencies spent approximately 24 hours over the weekend combing 40-50 acres during the search.
Wilson reported that between the tracking dogs and cadaver dogs there was some evidence gathered from
their searches. This evidence is currently being processed for future use in this ongoing investigation.
Brown, a resident of the Salem community of Coosa County, has been missing since July 5. There has been
no sign of her or communication from her over the past two months.
Anyone who sees Brown or who may have information concerning her whereabouts is asked to contact
the Sheriff’s Office at 256-377-4922 or call 911.
Concerning last weekend’s extensive search, Wilson thanks Joe Ponder with Ponder Plumbing & Equipment of Sylacauga for allowing the Sheriff’s Office to have use of a portable restroom for the weekend, Poplar Point Camp for housing and taking care of the Florida visitors, Triple R Café for providing some breakfast
biscuits, Weogufka Volunteer Fire Department for providing “great lunch plates,” and Tiger Mart for providing a “wonderful pizza lunch.”
Last but not least, Wilson gave “great thanks” to the Coosa County Emergency Communications (E-911)
Board for providing his office with a Cradlepoint, which is
an internet and phone booster or a portable Verizon transmitter. Wilson said this technology allowed them to have
phone and internet access in an area where signal was practically nonexistent. “That equipment was a tremendous help
as we all worked through this extensive search for Mrs.
Brown,” Wilson said.

Deputies and reserves with the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office and members with the Southwest Panhandle Search and Rescue Dog Team came
together for a briefing before taking to the woods for the search.

Dogs and their handlers with Florida’s Southwest Panhandle Search and Rescue Dog Team joined Sheriff’s Office
deputies and reserves last weekend for a thorough search
for Donna Brown, who has been missing for over two
months.
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General Election, Tuesday, November 6, 2018

On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, Alabama will hold the 2018 General Election. This is a Gubernatorial
Election with United States Congressional offices and many state and county offices on the ballot. On or before October 5, 2018, a Coosa County sample ballot containing all the offices, candidate names, and amendments affecting Coosa County will be printed in the Coosa County News.
The General Election differs from the Primary elections in many ways. For example, the voter does not
have to declare a “political party” in order to vote in the General Election. Also, all Democrat, Republican,
and Independent candidate
names for all eligible offices will appear on the ballot. For
those offices that have only one candidate seeking the office, the
office and that one candidate’s name
will appear on the ballot
even though that candidate has no opposition.
Another major difference from the Primary elections, in the
General Election a voter
may write in a name not appearing on
the ballot for a particular
office. However, there are many stipulations that must be met for
the write-in name(s) to be counted.
Some of those stipulations
are: 1) The name written in must be
written exact (John Q. Public). 2) The name written in must be
qualified for the office. 3)
The name must be that of a real person
on the voter rolls (Daffy
Duck, Porky Pig, etc., will NOT be
counted.) 4) The total number of write-in votes for a particular
office must exceed the difference in number of votes separating
the top two candidates for that office (e.g. For the office of Dog Catcher: One candidate receives 1,000 votes;
another candidate receives 600 making him/her the next highest vote-receiving candidate. In order for writein votes for Dog Catcher to be counted, the number of write-in votes for Dog Catcher must exceed 400.)
As a reminder, all Coosa County polling facilities are handicap accessible and have all the required voting equipment to assist voters with the voting process. Any voter may bring someone to assist the voter in
casting a ballot or ask any person (except an employer or union representative) the voter desires to assist the
voter with casting a ballot. Regardless of disability, curbside voting in the State of Alabama is not authorized; all voting (except absentee) must be accomplished inside the polling facility.
Finally, polling officials (including poll watchers) cannot advise, recommend, encourage, or discourage a
voter regarding a candidate, a party, or an amendment. Polling officials cannot wear politically-motivated
clothing, buttons, etc. However, the voter may wear campaign-related or politically-motivated items but may
not linger inside the polling facility after casting his/her ballot. If any voter/citizen has any questions regarding the voting process, laws, or rules he/she may contact the Judge of Probate’s office at 256-377-4919 ext.
225.
If any voter/citizen has any questions regarding eligibility to vote or registering to vote, he/she may contact the
Coosa County Board of Registrars at
256-377-2418.
Registered voter lists, polling places, voting officers, and other voting information will be published by the Probate Judge as required by law on specific dates in future issues of the Coosa
County News.
Richard M. Dean
Coosa County Judge of Probate

Secretary of State Website
Offers New Information for
Voters
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Midterm elections, are set for Tuesday, November
6, 2018, and Alabama Secretary of State John Merrill
wants voters to be fully informed before going to the
polls.
The Secretary of State website, alabamavotes.gov,
now contains new information linked in the banner at the
top of the page – an “Election Toolkit” – to help citizens
be prepared to participate in the electoral process.
The website now allows voters to access sample ballots for the elections, a new infographic
showing how elections work and what responsibilities fall to different state officials, a PDF
version of the Alabama Voter Guide, and information regarding the statewide amendments that
will be voted on.
“We want Alabama voters to have convenient access to all the material necessary so they
can make informed decisions on Election Day,” Secretary of State John Merrill said. “We are
pleased to be able to offer this information on our website for all the 3.4 million registered voters in the state.”
In addition, the Secretary of State’s office wants to remind Alabama citizens there is still
time to register to vote.
National Voter Registration Day, observed on September 25, is set aside to emphasize the
importance of registering to vote so citizens can be a part of our democratic republic. The last
day to register to vote for this election is Monday, October 22.
Citizens can register to
vote by downloading the
“Vote for Alabama” app on
their smart phone or visiting
alabamavotes.gov.
“We want every eligible
U.S. citizen in Alabama to be
registered to vote and have a
photo ID,” Merrill said. “This
represents a continuation of
our work to make it easy to
vote and hard to cheat.”
For access to all this information, please visit the Secretary of State website at alabamavotes.gov.
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The Year TO

R aise

your

Professional Value
2018 Monthly Stats
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Service/
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Daily Jail
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Average
Prisoner
Transports
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Incident &
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Police
Reports
Arrests
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Warrants
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Tickets
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Papers
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Arrests
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9
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41
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60
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8
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50

29
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Nov

Dec

Total

201,233

79

52

65

99

35

52

63

65

50

560

124

125

161

93

110

86

104

128

85

1016

0

1

1

1

0

3

1

1

1

9

0

5

3

6

2

5

6

4

4

35

20

11

26

22

17

26

20

12

25
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Same Boy—Different Dogs
I was almost ten years old when it happened. Had my cousin
not pulled him off of me, he might have killed me. At best, I
could have been scarred for life. He probably outweighed me by
twenty to twenty-five pounds. He was one solid hunk of muscle.
I was one scrawny kid. Dad had warned me that he was mean, and
that I should leave him alone. As kids sometimes do, I did not listen. He was a grown, but still young, thoroughbred Doberman
Pincher. I had never seen a dog like him. He was a beautiful animal. Dad had bought him to use as a guard-dog in his business.
His name was Punk. The name was fitting, because he had a reputation for being bad. At that point in my young life, I had never
Bro Bill King Columnist
met a dog I couldn’t pet. I still haven’t met many, but Punk was
one of them.
Before I realized what had happened, he had me on the ground and he was on top of me.
He had bitten me in my right thigh, on the right side of my abdomen, and had torn off a good
portion of my right ear. My cousin, who was about a dozen years older than me, came to my
rescue. To this day, I still shudder to think what might have happened to me, had he not been
there. I might not be here. After that experience, you might think I would have washed my
hands of all dogs. Absolutely not!
Some of the best friends I’ve ever had were dogs. No, I’m not trying to be ugly, I mean that
literally. Except during my college and seminary years, I have had at least one dog all my life.
I’ve had three golden retrievers, two long-haired pointers, one Chihuahua, two miniature dachshunds, one mean Doberman, numerous hybrids, and one yellow lab mix. Their names were
Sport, Poncho, Tramp I and II, Punk, Pudgy, Pokey, Sassy, Nutmeg, Cinnamon, and Sage. Our
current fur babies are a yellow lab mix named Ginger (Sixty-Five), and overweight mini dachshund named Cocoa (Fifteen). I have loved them all – except one. Someone said we should,
“Never underestimate the warmth of a cold nose.”
I was the youngest of four children. My siblings were all much older than me; so I grew up
alone. Other than some friends, my most faithful playmates were my dogs. The main one was
a Heinz 57 (57 varieties in one dog) named Pudgy. I called him
Big Pud. He was a thoroughbred mutt, but I loved that dog. Big
Pud was an all-star linebacker, a western marshal, an army soldier, a tree climber, or whatever else a boy wants in his dog.
Okay, he was not much of a tree climber, but that didn’t prevent
him from trying. When he realized he couldn’t, and I already had,
he sat at the truck of the tree and barked until I came back down.
After my experience with Punk, you might think I would want
nothing else to do with any other dog. What a shame that would
have been. I can’t honestly tell you that Punk and I ever became
buddies, but I am so glad I didn’t write off all dogs because of one
bad one. Most of us have been hurt, or bitten, so to speak, by
someone, perhaps even several, but we can’t give up on people
because of bad experiences. We can’t even seek revenge. Austin
O’Malley once said, “Revenge is like biting a dog, because the
dog bit you.” Amen, and amen.
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Communication Breakdown
By Pam Ford Davis
It’s been said, lack of communication in a marriage often
leads to divorce. Husbands and wives no longer confide in each
other. Though unnoticed by most, they do not worship and pray together. Many do not
even eat meals together.
In addition, failure to communicate widens the proverbial generation gap. ‘You talkin’
to me?’
God has spoken; He continues to speak. Yet, on our part, there has been a lack of
communication.
“Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in
different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has
appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him (Hebrews 1:1
-2 HCSB.”
How has the Son spoken? Look for a red letter Bible. The publisher has printed all
words spoken by Jesus in red ink.
Jesus is talking to you; He is talking to me. Are we listening? Listen; the universe also
speaks.

Scripture Encouragement
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands. Day after day they pour out
speech; night after night they communicate knowledge. There is no speech; there are no words; their voice is not
heard. Their message has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.”

Psalm 19:1-4 HCSB

Smart Phone App
To download the app.
 Go to your app store
 Search and download the Mobile Patrol app
 Open the app and select Alabama
 Under Agency select Coosa
Some information in the app includes the Jail Population (Detention), Outstanding Warrants, Crime Tips and the Most Wanted in Coosa County as well
as general contact information
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October
th

November

9 am 2pm
All
Day
All
Day

Rockford Market Day

6th

Talladega Fall Race
Weekend
Coosa County Students
Holiday

10th

7 am Election Day
7 pm
All Day Holiday in the Country

11th

All Day Veteran’s Day

12th

All Day Veteran’s Day Holiday

All
Day
All
Day

Columbus Day (State/
County Holiday)
Rockford Fair

12th

10 am

27th

Daylight

Sheriff’s COACH “Fish for
a Cure” Tournament

27th

All
Day
11 am
-1 pm
10 am
- 2 pm
All
Day

5

12th –
14th
12th
&15th
8th
25th 28th

27th
27th
31st

-3 pm

Weogufka Farm Day

21st 23rd
22th

Rockford’s Veteran’s Day
Parade /Luncheon
All Day Coosa County Schools
Thanksgiving Holiday
All Day Thanksgiving Holiday

December

Rockford’s Tailgate in the
Park
National Drug Take Back at
Coosa Sheriff’s Office
Halloween & Rockford Fall
Festival

Central of Coosa
County Football
Schedule
10/5

Vincent Yellow Jackets

Home

10/12

Reeltown Rebels

Away

10/19

Lafayette Bulldogs

Away

10/26

Thorsby Rebels

Home

11/01

Talladega Co Tigers

Away

1st
3rd

5 pm 8 am
6 pm

Kellyton Christmas
Celebration
Alex City Christmas Parade

7th

6 pm

Rockford’s Christmas
Parade
Coosa County School
Christmas Holiday
Christmas Day

24th - All
Jan 7th Day
25th
All
Day
31st
All
Day

New Years’ Eve
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Contact Information you may need!
Take this page and post near your phone or computer for future use.

Coosa County Sheriff’s Office
Emergency Calls 9-1-1 ……………………………………. 256-377-4922
Dispatch ……………………………………………………... 256-377-2211
Office ………………………………………………………….256-377-1803
Board of Registrar’s Office…………………………………… 256-377-2418
Central Alabama Electric Cooperative ……………………….. 256-377-2498
Circuit Clerk’s Office…………………………………………... 256-377-4988
Commissioners’ Office …………………………………………. 256-377-2420
Coosa County Extension Office ………………………………. 256-377-4713
Coosa County School Board ………………………………….. 256-377-4913
Central Elementary School…………………………………. 256-377-1456
Central Middle School ..…………………………………….. 256-377-1490
Central High School .………………………………………... 256-377-4384
Science and Technology …………………………………….256-377-4678
Alabama Forestry Commission …..…………………………… 256-377-4638
County Highway Department …………………………………. 256-377-2261
Department of Human Resources ……………………………. 256-377-2000
District Judge’s Office…………..…………………………….. 256-377-4957
First Bank in Rockford………………………………………….. 256-377-1000
Goodwater Town Hall …………………………………………. 256-839-6301
Goodwater Health Care ………………………………………. 256-839-5900
Juvenile Probation Officer …......…………………………….. 256-377-2687
Probate Judge’s Office………………………………………….. 256-377-4919
Revenue Commissioner’s Office……………………………... 256-377-4916
Rockford Post Office …………………………………………… 256-377-4698
Rockford Town Hall …………………………………………….. 256-377-4911
Tag Office ……...……………………………………………….. 256-377-4910
Triple R Restaurant …………………………………………… 256-377-1333
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The Yellow Dot Program
The “Yellow Dot” program is designed to assist Alabama citizens and first responders in the
event of an automobile crash or other medical emergency involving the participant’s vehicle. The program can
help save lives during the critical “Golden Hour” by improving communication at a time when accident victims
may be unable to communicate for themselves. Pick up a “Yellow Dot” folder here at the Sheriff’s Office, have your
photo taken and printed.
A “Yellow Dot” decal on the driver’s side rear window of a vehicle alerts first responders to check in the glove
compartment for the corresponding “Yellow Dot” folder. Having this information following a crash helps first responders positively identify the person, get in touch with family or emergency contacts and ensures that the person’s current medications and pre-existing medical conditions are considered when treatment is administered for
injuries.

Project Lifesaver
Project Lifesaver is a radio transmission system designed to assist law enforcement and rescue agencies in locating lost or missing persons who have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, Autism, Dementia, or other
disorders that may prohibit them from communicating personal information such as who they are or where they
live. Project lifesaver can help provide peace of mind to caregivers. However, it does not replace the need for supervised care.
The transmitter is a small circular radio device on a wristband, approximately the size of a wristwatch. The
transmitters and wristbands are worn 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and are difficult to remove without the appropriate tools. If the participant becomes lost or missing, the Sheriff’s Office and emergency response services
have specialized tracking equipment to help isolate the location of the transmitter the participant is wearing. The
search will start from the last known location of the participant and work outward until the transmission signal is
obtained. The goal is to determine the location of the signal in a quick, timely manner, minimizing the risk of harm
to the loved one.
CCSO is proud to participate, along with the other agencies in Alabama, in this very worthy and worthwhile
program; Sheriff Wilson says this is another way we will live up to out motto, “To Serve and Protect” and he is
extremely proud to offer this great service to Coosa County!

Neighborhood Watch Program
A citizen’s involvement program where citizens, in cooperation with their local law enforcement agency,
directly participate in the detection and prevention of crime. These citizens keep well informed about their neighborhood and of any suspicious, criminal or dangerous activities that may be occurring. Coosa County has five
communities that participate with the CCSO in this program. Their meetings are scheduled every month, the dates
and times are indicated.
 October 1
- 6:00 PM - Union Square
 October 4
- 6:00 PM - Richville
 October 8
- 6:30 PM - Smyrna
 October 16
- 6:30 PM - Hanover
 October 18
- 6:30 PM - Weogufka

