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 “Give justice to the weak and the fa-

therless; maintain the right of the af-

flicted and the destitute. Rescue the 

weak and the needy; deliver them 

from the hand of the wicked.”    

(Psalm 82:3-4) 
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Police Officers Prayer 
 Lord I ask for courage 

Courage to face and Conquer my fears… 
Courage to take me Where others will not go… 

I ask for strength 
Strength of body to protect others And strength of spirit to  

lead others… 
I ask for dedication 

Dedication to my job, to do it well.  Dedication to my  
community, 

To keep it safe… 
Give me Lord, concern 
For others who trust me 

And compassion for   
those who need me… 

And please Lord through it all 
Be at my side... 
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 We have endured more than our fair share of struggles and 

hardships.  It keeps coming in some from or another, reopening the 

wounds and bringing sorrow all over again.  We cannot seem to get 

over one thing, before another thing and we are in the “valley of the 

shadow” once again. 

  

 These are statements one community and area of our state could 

say and may have said over the past several months as they have 

taken hit after hit within such a short period of time. Aside from the 

normal losses, we have read or heard of various high-profile news 

stories out of our neighbors in Lee County: 

 Early March, the Beauregard area and east toward Georgia was 

hit hard by an EF-4 tornado which claimed 23 lives, destroying 

homes, and bringing pain and sorrow to a close-knit community; 

 In May an Auburn Police Officer (William Buechner) was killed 

when he responded to a domestic incident; a short time after his 

services were held, Auburn University announcer Rod 

Bramblett and his wife Paula were killed in an automobile accident; 

 June brought the murder of a Fort Benning Solider (Brandyn Paonessa) and the death of a 

beloved Auburn University librarian (Joe Cleere) in a hit and run accident. 

  

 What a tremendous amount of pain and suffering in a short period of time for Lee County! It 

breaks my heart; yet, causes me to remember the Word of God speaks to times such as this. 

We read: 

“The LORD is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack. He lets me 

lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He 

renews my life; He leads me along the right paths 

for His name’s sake. Even when I go through the darkest valley, I 

fear no danger, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff—

they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. Only goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the 

days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD as long 

as I live.” Psalm 23:1-6 (HCSB) 

  

 Thankful we are reminded that we “walk through the valley of the shadow of death.”  We do 

not live in the valley, stay in the valley, camp out in the valley; no, He-the Great Shepherd_ 

leads us through the valley, bringing us out to brighter, clearer, sweeter days.  No matter how 

close these days are together, He is always there leading us along the path He has marked for 

us.  We learn valuable and necessary lessons as 
Continued on Page  4 

(Dr. Jeff Fuller is pastor of the 

Rockford Baptist Church in 

Rockford, Alabama.  You may 

reach him through the church 

office at 256-377-4900 or by 

email fuller0717@gmail.com)  

Difficult days result in deeper relationship 
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we move along, up and down, this path. 

 

 We come to trust Him deeper, more 

sincerely: 

“Trust in the LORD with all 

your heart, and do not rely on 

your own understanding; think about 

Him in all your ways, and He will 

guide you 

on the right paths. Proverbs 3:5-6 

(HCSB) 

We see Him with us: 

“You will seek Me and find Me when 

you search for Me with all your 

heart.”Jeremiah 29:13 (HCSB) 

 

 We recognize that His ways are greater than 

our ways: 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

and your ways are not My ways.” 

⌊This is⌊ the LORD’s declaration. “For 

as heaven is higher than earth, so My 

ways are higher than your ways, and My 

thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-

9 (HCSB) 

 

 I continue to pray for my friends and family 

in Lee County.  Such difficult things they have 

endured, but yet continuing to trust God to 

work out His purposes from such sad 

situations.  I pray for you as well.  May we trust 

Him: 

“We know that all things work together 

for the good of those who love God: 

those who are called according to His 

purpose.” Romans 8:28 (HCSB) 

 

 Difficult days drive us deeper in our 

relationship with the Savior.  Trusting Him in 

all things creates a peace that we do not and 

cannot understand. 

 Until next time… 

Continued From Page 3 

ATTENTION UPDATE: 

The 256-377-1803 is NO 
LONGER in service. Please 
dial 256-377-4922 and 
follow the prompts. 

The Coosa County Sheriff's 
Office is changing the 
telephone system used to 
conduct business. Beginning 
immediately all persons calling 
the Sheriff's Office should dial 
256-377-4922 and follow the 
prompts for the service that 
they need. ALLS 
EMERGENCY CALLS 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
DIAL 911. We apologize for 
the minor inconvenience that 
this will bring, but look 
forward to better serving the 
community by allowing you to 
directly contact the specific 
office they need. The 
automated call tree is as 
follows: 

1. Dispatch Services 
2. Jail Operations 
3. Civil Papers/Pistol 
Permits 
4. Sheriff's Administration 
5. Sheriff's Desk 
6. Investigations 

https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Jer%2029.13
https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Rom%208.28
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May  

Featured Article 

While many of today's movies portray reaching for the gun 

in the nightstand and shooting the bad guys look easy, in 

real life, injuring or taking the life of another person, even 

when defending oneself or someone you love against the 

worst of criminals, can be emotionally devastating. Not 

only can using a gun to defend your home have lasting 

psychological effects on you and members of your family, 

relying on it as a method of home security can be 

dangerous. 

 

Too often homeowners fantasize about the heroics of taking down the bad guy. As a result, they 

fail to take into consideration real-life scenarios, as in the intruder taking the gun and using it on 

them or one of their family members. 

 

Even if you are successful at shooting an intruder without any injury to you or your family, the 

psychological effects from the images and emotions experienced during the event can be quite 

traumatic. Regardless of who pulls the trigger, it's not uncommon for anyone who witnessed the 

event to suffer some level of post-traumatic stress disorder afterwards. This can sometimes lead 

to months of continued fear and anxiety, along with recurring nightmares, flashbacks, and 

feelings of intense distress. The combination of these psychological effects can disrupt the 

person's family and personal life, which can lead to a myriad of other problems. 

 

The first line of defense is a good home security plan, one that consists of high quality security 

devices.  A good security plan ensures the exterior of your home is layered with protective 

devices such as security lighting, fencing, surveillance cameras, and other deterrents. Equally as 

important is ensuring the interior of your home is protected by devices such as heavy-duty 

deadbolts, a quality alarm system, glass protection film or glass breakage sensors, a security door 

brace, etc. 

 

Remember—the best way to keep you and your family safe is to keep the bad guys on the 

outside of your home. This is only achieved by ensuring proper home security layers are 

implemented. The more layers the better. 

Continued on Page 6 

Home Security 
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Continued From Page 5 

 

When it comes to keeping a gun in your 

home for home security reasons, it's 

important to understand firearms should 

be used as a very last resort and only 

when your life or the life of another is 

truly threatened. 

 

While having a firearm readily available 

can have its advantages in the case of an 

emergency, it's important to take the 

necessary firearm safety measures to 

reduce the risk of having it used for any 

other purpose than to defend your life or 

the life of a loved one. The following are 

a few tips that can help keep you and 

your family safe: 

•Periodically, discuss each of these tips 

with your family and friends and ask that 

they follow the same gun safety 

measures in their home. 

•When keeping a loaded gun in the 

house, make sure to stow all handguns in 

a safe manner. 

•NEVER hunt down or chase after an 

intruder. The same goes for confronting 

or trying to subdue an intruder while you 

have a gun in your hand. Doing so will 

only increase your risk of having your 

gun used against you. 

•Educate your children about the risks of 

handling a firearm in your home or any 

other place for that matter. Teach your 

child that if they find a gun or are shown 

a gun by another child, run away and tell 

an adult immediately. You can never talk 

to or teach your children enough about 

the risks of firearms and firearm safety. 

 

Why Is Proper Gun Storage So 

Important? 

Young children are curious. Even if you 

have talked to them many times about 

gun safety, they can't truly understand 

how dangerous guns are. If they come 

across a loaded gun, they can 

accidentally hurt or kill themselves or 

someone else. 

McGruff’s 4-Steps of Gun Safety 
McGruff’s 4-Steps of Gun Safety 
 

1) Stop 
2) Don’t Touch 
3) Get Away 
4) Tell an Adult! 

NCPC has partnered with the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation® (NSSF®) to teach youth 
the importance of gun safety 
through two short videos featuring 
McGruff and his loveable nephew 
Scruff. In these videos, Scruff teaches 
his friends what to do if they find a gun 
or see someone bring a gun to school. 
NSSF will be promoting the videos 
through their Project ChildSafe® pro-
gram. Project ChildSafe is the largest, 
most comprehensive firearm safety edu-
cation program in the U.S. Project 
ChildSafe is a real firearm safety solu-
tion that helps make communities safer. 
Since 1999, more than 15,000 law en-
forcement agencies have partnered with 
the program to distribute more than 37 
million firearm safety kits to gun owners 
in all 50 states and five U.S. territories. 
Through vital partnerships with elected 
officials, community leaders, state agen-
cies, businesses, the firearms industry 
and other stakeholders, Project 
ChildSafe has helped raise awareness 
about the safe and responsible owner-
ship of firearms and the importance of 
storing firearms securely when not in 
use to help prevent accidents, theft and 
misuse. Learn more about Project 
ChildSafe. Go to https://www.nssf.org/
safety/project-childsafe/ 

https://www.nssf.org/safety/project-childsafe/
https://www.nssf.org/safety/project-childsafe/
https://www.nssf.org/safety/project-childsafe/
https://www.nssf.org/safety/project-childsafe/
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Teens can be emotional and may act without thinking. If they have depression or are feeling down, 

they may see a gun as an easy way out. In fact, most teens and preteens who kill themselves use a 

gun from their home or from the home of a relative or friend. Teens should never be able to get to a 

gun and bullets without an adult being there. 

People of any age who are depressed are at increased risk of suicide. If someone in the family has 

depression, or has had thoughts of suicide, all guns should be removed from the home. If the guns 

cannot be removed, it is even more important to store the gun unloaded and locked up with the 

bullets stored separately and keys hidden. 

There are a variety of different locking and storage items available to firearms owners. To help you 

find the best safe storage solution for the firearms in your household, please  review the 

information below, which highlights some of the common options and details the advantages and 

features of the most readily-available storage solutions. 

Trigger Lock 

A trigger lock can be used to keep someone from being able to pull the trigger. 

Trigger locks are available in a variety of configurations, from basic key lock 

options to those that require combinations to open the lock. 

 

Cable Lock 
The cable lock can be used on most firearms. The cable is most often placed 

through the gun barrel, which generally impedes loading and firing. 

 
 

Storage Case 
 

Storage cases come in various sizes and can be used for both storing and locking 

up a firearm. The case can be locked, but the lock must often be purchased 

separately. 

 
 

Lock Box 
A lock box is like a small safe that allows you to store your firearm safely and 

securely via key or combination lock or by a digital keypad, to prevent 

unauthorized access to the firearm. 

 
Locking Safe 

This safe comes in a number of sizes to accommodate long guns, such as rifles 

and shotguns, and includes spaces for storing handguns as well. Much like the 

lock box, the gun safe has the option of a combination lock or digital keypad to 

lock it. 

 
Continued on Page 18 

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/understanding-depression.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/suicide.html
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     If I had a dollar for each time I had said, “You can’t make this stuff 

up” in reference to something that occurred in the field, I would have a 

lot of dollars.  While law enforcement is very serious it is often 

punctuated with humorous occurrences.  They come in many forms. 

    I remember one night when Deputy Josh Jones’ radar indicated a 

vehicle on Highway 280 was traveling at eighty mph.  We crossed the 

median and came up behind the vehicle.  The driver appeared to be 

having a considerable amount of trouble maintaining his lane.  He pulled 

into the left lane and we followed.  He then went back to the right lane 

and we again followed.  He immediately went back to the left lane and 

we activated our blue lights.  The driver then pulled into the median and 

stopped.  

       Let me remind you that when you see blue lights behind you, you are to pull to the right side 

of the road as you can safely do so.  Pulling into the median on a divided highway makes a 

dangerous situation for everyone.  When approaching drivers see blue lights they normally 

assume that they should be on the right side of the road.  Of course, this isn’t always true and 

that is why the first thing people should do when they see blue lights ahead is slow down. 

     We approached the stopped vehicle and seeing there was no traffic in sight, told the driver to 

pull to the other side of the road.  He complied and we again approached and asked for his 

driver’s license.  He stated he did not have any so we took his information and ran it through 

dispatch.  The information that came back was interesting.  It turns out the man’s license had 

been suspended/revoked TWENTY Years earlier! 

     The smell of alcoholic beverage was evident and the man admitted he had been drinking.  

The deputy administered a couple of field sobriety tests which were not completed satisfactorily.  

One of the tests was what is commonly referred to as the walk and turn test.  In the test, the 

suspect is instructed to take nine heel to toe steps, turn around and take nine heel to toe steps 

back to the starting point.  The deputy explained the test and the man stated he understood.  The 

deputy told him to begin and the man began taking heel to toe steps. And he kept taking heel to 

toe steps.  And he kept taking heel to toe steps.  When he was thirty steps away and still walking 

the deputy yelled at him to turn around.  He then made his way heel to toe back to us.  I guess 

one could ask can this guy not count or is he drunk.  We opted that he was drunk.  A preliminary 

breath test showed he was double the legal limit.  He was placed under arrest for driving under 

the influence. 

     While we waited for the tow truck to come and retrieve the vehicle we located a 12-pack 

carton of beer on the front passenger seat.  Observation revealed the carton contained four cans 

of beer and a fried chicken leg!  You can’t make this stuff up! 

News from the  Sheriff’s 

          You Can’t Make This Stuff UP 
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     A review of the driver’s history revealed he 

had received sixteen tickets for driving while 

revoked.  Now, he has seventeen or more!  

 

By 

Joel D. Glover 

Coosa County Sheriff’s Reserve Unit 

Reserves Meeting: 

July  9, 2019 

At 6:00 PM at 

The Reserve Room 
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Sheriff’s JuneSheriff’s June  

    Arrest ReportArrest Report  
 On June 1st Sgt. Jones arrested Seaturst Montake Meadows from Alexander City, AL. on warrants for Failure to 

Appear/Driving While Suspended and Speeding. He was processed and released on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 1st Sgt. Jones arrested Gerald Kent Baker from Alexander City, AL. on a warrant for Harassing 
Communications. He was processed and released on a $ 500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 2nd Sgt. Jones arrested Walter Michael Rowland from Talladega, AL. on the charge of Driving Under the 
Influence. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 2nd Deputy Lipscomb arrested Kearre Lashea Bozeman from Alexander City, AL. on a warrant for 
Criminal Mischief 2nd.She was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 2,500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 2nd Sgt. Jones arrested Tiffany Michelle Smith from Kellyton, AL. on the charges of Assault of a Police 
Officer, Resisting Arrest, Obstructing Governmental Operations and Domestic Violence 3rd/Assault. She was 
processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 20,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 5th Deputy Davenport arrested Steven Dean McClellan from Sylacauga, AL. on warrants for Failure to 
Appear/Driving While Revoked, Reckless Driving and Attempting to Elude. He was processed and placed in the 
County Jail without bond to await trial. 

 On June 6th Deputy Davenport arrested Nosquailas Jujuan Blake from Wetumpka, AL. on warrants for Failure to 
Pay/Possession of Marijuana 2nd and Speeding. He was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to 
await trial. 

 On June 6th Sgt. Jones arrested Cabellero NMN Sandlin from Alexander City, AL. on a warrant for Harassment. 
He was processed and released on a $500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 6th Sgt. Jones arrested Calvin Eric King from Alexander City, AL. on a warrant for Conspiracy to Commit 
a Controlled Substance Crime. He was processed and released on a $25,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 7th Deputy Lipscomb arrested Craig Steven Setzer from Prattville, AL. on Grand Jury Indictments for 
Speeding and Failure to Display Insurance. He was processed and released on a $500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 8th Deputy Cook arrested Thomas Wayne Hubbard from Sylacauga, AL. on the charges of Possession of 
Marijuana 2nd and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 1st. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a 
$4,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 8th Deputy Rudd arrested Broderick Markeith Whetstone from Daviston, AL. on a warrant for Probation 
Violation. He was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial. 

 On June 8th Deputy Rudd arrested Jessica Joan Dison from Sylacauga, AL. on a warrant for Failure to Pay/ 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 1st. She was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $2,000 bond to await 
trial. 

 On June 9th Deputy Rudd arrested Quentero Janez Hollenquest from Rockford, AL. on the charge of Driving 
Under the Influence. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 10th Deputy Rudd arrested Taneshia Monique Williams from Jackson’s Gap. AL. on warrants for Failure 
to Appear/Expired Tag, Failure to Display Insurance and No Child Restraint. She was processed and released on a 
$ 3,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 10th Sgt. Jones arrested Christopher Wayne Oliver from Sylacauga, AL. on warrants for Failure to 
Appear/Speeding and Driving While Suspended. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $2,000 
bond to await trial. 

 On June 11th Deputy Davenport arrested Thomas Lindy Hamilton from Sylacauga, AL. on the charges of Driving 
Under the Influence and Possession of Marijuana 2nd. He was processed and released on a $4,000 bond to await 
trial. 

 On June 11th Sgt. Jones arrested Quentero Janez Hollenquest from Rockford, AL. on the charge of Domestic 
Violence 3rd/Harassment and Criminal Mischief 2nd. He was processed and released on a $7,000 bond to await 
trial. 
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 On June 11th Sgt. Jones arrested John T Sims from Sylacauga, AL. on a warrant for Probation Violation. He was 
processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial. 

 On June 12th Corporal Moon arrested Stevie Valdez Wilson from Rockford , AL. on warrants for Failure to 
Appear/Non-Support of a Child and Failure to Pay /Theft of Property 3rd. He was processed and placed in the 
County Jail on a $ 1250 cash bond on the FTP/Theft of Property 3rd and a Purge amount of $ 2,000 on the Child 
Support. 

 On June 12th Deputy Rudd arrested Jonathan Devan Osbourn from Weogufka, AL. on the charge of Public 
Intoxication. He was processed and released on a $ 500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 13th Investigator Keel arrested James Keller Harmon III from Sylacauga, AL. on warrants for Theft of 
Property 1st and Giving False Information to Law Enforcement. He was processed and placed in the County Jail 
on a $ 30,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 14th Corporal Moon arrested Edward Lashaun Tuck from Goodwater, AL. on a warrant for Failure to 
Appear/Non-Support of a Child. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 1,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 14th Sgt. Jones arrested Amanda Christina Beckham from Sylacauga, AL. on a warrant for Failure to 
Appear/ Theft of Property 1st.She was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial. 

 On June 14th Investigator Keel arrested Ryan Douglas Bobo from Moultrie, GA. on warrants for Buying/Receiving 
Stolen Property 1st and Harassing Communications. He was processed and released on a $ 16,000 bond to await 
trial. 

 On June 15th Deputy Davenport arrested Marcus Garfield McMillian from Pike Road, AL. on the charges of 
Driving Under the Influence and Possession of Marijuana 1st. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a 
$ 5,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 15th Deputy Davenport arrested Delmon Carton Silmon JR. from Goodwater, AL. on the charge of 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 1st. He was processed and released on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 15th Sgt. Jones arrested Marvin Hale Lewis from Goodwater, AL. on the charges of Driving Under the 
Influence and Possession of Marijuana 2nd. He was processed and released on $ 4,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 15th Sgt. Jones arrested Desmond Dejuan Allen from Goodwater, AL. on the charges of Driving Under the 
Influence, Possession of Marijuana 1st and Promoting Prison Contraband 2nd. He was processed and placed in the 
County Jail on a $ 7,500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 16th Deputy Davenport arrested Adam John Phillips from Clanton, AL. on the charge of Driving Under 
the Influence. He was processed and released on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 16th Deputy Davenport arrested James David Demetriades from Goodwater, AL. on the charge of 
Harassment. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 16th Deputy Davenport arrested James Edward Moore JR. from Equality, AL. on warrants for Failure to 
Appear/Failure to Display Insurance and Driving While Suspended. He was processed and placed in the County 
Jail on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 16th Deputy Davenport arrested Zeferino NMN Solis from Alexander City, AL. on the charge of Driving 
Under the Influence. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 16th Deputy Davenport arrested Jordan Skylar Butler from Sylacauga, AL. on the charge of Possession of 
Marijuana 2nd. He was processed and released on a $ 2,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 19th Investigator Keel arrested Casey Hugh Barnett from Sylacauga, AL. on warrants for Theft of 
Property 1st and Burglary 3rd. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 30,000 bond to await trial. 

 On June 19th Sgt. Jones arrested Andrew Lin Joiner from Rockford, AL. on the charges of Driving Under the 
Influence and Probation Violation. He was processed and placed in the County Jail on a $ 2,000 bond for the 
D.U.I. and no Bond on the Probation Violation. 

 On June 20th Deputy Davenport arrested Anthony Eugene Lewis from Alexander City, AL. on a warrant for 
Failure to Appear/Non Support of a Child. He was processed and released after payment was made to the 
Department of Human Resources. 

 On June 20th Sgt. Jones arrested Justin Anthony Wilson from Sylacauga, AL. on the charges of Driving Under the 
Influence and Endangering the Welfare of a Child X 2. He was processed and placed in the County Jail without 
bond to await trial. 

 On June 20th Deputy Davenport arrested Cynthia Tibbs Piotrowski from Vincent, AL. on a warrant for Probation 
Violation. She was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to await trial. 

 On June 21st Investigator Keel arrested Michael Eugene Hilburn from Goodwater, AL. on a warrant for Failure to 
Appear/Assault 3rd. He was processed and released on a $ 3,500 bond to await trial. 

 On June 21st Deputy Rudd arrested Morgan Makaely Holley from Sylacauga, AL. on warrants for Failure to 
Appear/Speeding, Driving While Suspended and Failure to Display Insurance. She was processed and placed in 
the County Jail without bond to await trial. 

 On June 21st Deputy Rudd arrested Jessie Lamar Roberson from Childersburg, AL. on a warrant for Failure to 
Appear/Possession of a Controlled Substance. He was processed and placed in the County Jail without bond to 
await trial. 
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 A Goodwater man was arrested in connection with a case stemming 

from late March.  Sheriff Michael Howell reported that on March 22 the 

Sheriff’s Office received a call reporting the burglary of a residence on 

County Road 49 in the Goodwater area. 

 An investigation was conducted, and ultimately Tristan Drake Slay was 

developed as a suspect. Warrants were signed on him for burglary and theft. 

The investigation culminated in the arrest of 22-year-old Slay of Goodwater 

on Wednesday, June 5. He was charged with third-degree burglary and first-

degree theft of property.  Slay’s total bond was set at $75,000. 

 Two men were arrested in unrelated, 

yet similar, felony drug-related cases that 

came about from a routine checkpoint.  

Sheriff Michael Howell reported that the 

Sheriff’s Office was conducting a 

checkpoint on Alabama Highway 9 June 

14.  While conducting the checkpoint, 

deputies made contact with Desmond 

Dejuan Allen, 27 years old of Goodwater. 

 The deputy noticed a smell of 

marijuana after contacting Allen and asked him to pull to the side of the 

road. Upon investigating, the deputy located marijuana and an open 

alcohol container in the vehicle. 

He proceeded to conduct a field sobriety test, which Allen reportedly 

failed. Upon his arrest, while being booked into the county jail, more 

marijuana was found on Allen’s person. 

 As a result, he was arrested on three charges. Those were first-degree 

possession of marijuana, driving under the influence and promoting prison 

contraband.  Allen’s bonds were set at a total of $7,500.     

 Separate from that incident, also during the checkpoint deputies made 

contact with 45-year-old Marcus Garfield McMillian of Pike Road. 

Upon making contact with him, the deputy observed an alcoholic beverage in the vehicle and 

detected a strong odor of marijuana. The deputy conducted a search of the vehicle, which led to 

finding marijuana in McMillian’s vehicle. 

 McMillian was also given a field sobriety test, which he failed. He was then arrested and 

charged with first-degree possession of marijuana and driving under the influence. 

His total bond was set at $5,000. 

 

Checkpoint Nets Two Felony Drug 

Arrests 

Tristan Drake Slay 

Goodwater Man Arrested for Burglary & Theft 

Desmond Dejuan Allen 

Marcus Garfield 
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 A Kellyton woman faces four charges following a report of domestic 

violence.  Sheriff Michael Howell reported that on Sunday, June 2, deputies 

responded to a report of a domestic violence issue on Trailer Park Road in 

Kellyton. Upon their arrival, they were met by Tiffany Michelle Smith. 

When the deputies tried to talk to Smith, she reportedly became combative. 

Howell reported that she charged toward the deputies and shoved one of the 

deputy’s in the chest. 

 Smith was then placed in handcuffs and put into the back of the patrol 

car. After that, she continued to be combative and aggressive toward the 

deputies but was transported to the Coosa County Jail in Rockford without 

further incident. 

 Smith, 30 years old of Kellyton, was arrested on charges of second-degree assault of a 

police officer, resisting arrest, obstructing governmental operations, and third-degree domestic 

violence.  Her bond was set at a total of $20,000. 

Kellyton Woman Arrested for Assault & Other Charges 

Tiffany Michelle Smith 

Sylacauga Man Arrested for Vehicle Theft 

 A Sylacauga man was arrested in connection with a theft case from the 

Weogufka area. Sheriff Michael Howell reported that his office received a 

report of a motor vehicle being stolen on June 12. The vehicle was reported-

ly stolen from Duke’s Trailer Park in Weogufka. 

 Howell further reported that upon investigating the theft, it was discov-

ered that 33-year-old Casey Hugh Barnett of Sylacauga was the person re-

sponsible for taking the victim’s vehicle. Barnett was arrested on Wednes-

day, June 19, on the charge of first-degree theft of property. His bond was 

set at $30,000. Casey Hugh Barnett 

 A Georgia man was arrested in connection with a case that stemmed 

from Montgomery. Sheriff Michael Howell reported that property had 

allegedly been stolen from the Montgomery area. Some of that stolen 

property was found and recovered in Coosa County. 

 That investigation culminated in the arrest of 34-year-old Ryan Doug-

las Bobo of Moultrie, Ga. He was charged with first-degree receiving sto-

len property. Bobo has been released on a $16,000 bond to await trial. 

Georgia Man Arrested for Receiving Stolen Property 

Ryan Douglas Bobo 
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 A Sylacauga man was arrested after having been released from jail for 

only about 14 hours. According to Sheriff Michael Howell, 20-year-old Justin 

Anthony Wilson of Sylacauga was, through a court order, released from the 

Sheriff’s Office to community corrections. 

 Specifically, Wilson was released at 1:53 p.m. Wednesday, June 19. He 

was back in custody at the Coosa County Jail the next day, having been 

booked in at 3:41 a.m. June 20. 

 Howell reported that Wilson was allegedly at a residence off of County 

Road 75 near the Hanover community, drinking and driving a 4-wheeler with 

two children on the back. During that time, Wilson reportedly wrecked the 4-

wheeler along County Road 75 and County Road 131, injuring the two 

children. One child was airlifted to Children’s Hospital with a head injury, and the other was 

transported to Coosa Valley Medical Center in Sylacauga. 

 Wilson was arrested last Thursday and charged with driving under the influence and two 

counts of endangering the welfare of a child. He is being held in the Coosa County Jail in 

Rockford without bond to await trial. 

 As reported earlier this year, Wilson had been arrested on January 12 on a first-degree theft 

of property charge. In an unrelated case, following a car chase in Weogufka earlier that month, 

on January 12 he was also charged with attempting to elude, possession of a pistol without a 

permit, possession of drug paraphernalia, and possession of a controlled substance. 

 Additionally, on March 25 he was one of four inmate workers or trustees to be charged with 

promoting prison contraband. That stemmed from a case in which the four inmates reportedly 

used common ingredients to make alcohol in the jail. 

Sylacauga Man Arrested for Endangering Children, DUI 

Justin Anthony 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for 

they will be called children of God.”   
Matthew 5:9 

 A Sylacauga man was arrested in connection with a theft case from earlier 

this month. Sheriff Michael Howell reported that his office received a report 

for the theft of a motor vehicle from the Duke’s Trailer Park area on Friday, 

June 7. 

 The Sheriff’s Office conducted an investigation, which ultimately led to 

locating the vehicle, a blue Ford Explorer in the Sylacauga area. At the time, 

38-year-old James Keller Harmon III of Sylacauga was found in the vehicle. 

Harmon was arrested June 13 on the charge of first-degree theft of property. 

 His bond was set at $30,000 after being booked in the Coosa County Jail. 

Sylacauga Man Arrested for Theft 

James Keller Harmon III 
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 Two males from Sylacauga, including a teenager, were killed in a two-vehicle 

crash involving a motorcycle and car, and a Kellyton man has been charged in 

relation to the wreck.  According to the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency 

(ALEA), the crash occurred at 9:15 p.m. Saturday, June 8. Monty Ray Jones, 45 

years old of Sylacauga, was killed when the 1997 Harley Davidson he was 

operating was struck by a 2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse. A 17-year-old passenger on the 

Harley was also killed. Both were pronounced dead on the scene.  

 The driver of the Mitsubishi, 19-year-old Timothy Matthew Caldwell of 

Kellyton, was charged with two felony counts of leaving the scene of an 

accident. The crash occurred on U.S. Highway 280 at the 62-mile marker, near 

the intersection of Alabama Highway 115. 

 Sheriff Michael Howell further reported that his office was dispatched to this motor vehicle wreck in 

the Kellyton area. Upon their arrival at the scene, they discovered the two victims. 

Paramedics also arrived, and the Sheriff’s Office secured the scene until the State Troopers with ALEA 

arrived. Upon investigating the wreck, ALEA then arrested Caldwell and transported him to the Coosa 

County Jail. His bonds were set at $25,000 for each charge, making his total bond $50,000, and he has 

since been released on bond to await trial. 

 On Wednesday, Cpl. Jess Thornton with ALEA reported that no additional charges had been made 

against Caldwell at that time. However, he said ALEA believes alcohol and speed were factors in the 

crash. Nothing further is available as ALEA Troopers continue to investigate. 

Two Die in Local Motorcycle Wreck; Kellyton Man 

Charged 

Timothy Matthew Caldwell  

 Attorney General Steve Marshall announced that former Alabama State Trooper George Martin was found guilty 

by a Mobile jury of the 1995 capital murder of his wife, Hammoleketh Martin, in Mobile County, and sentenced to life 

without parole. 

 “Today, a jury of his peers found George Martin guilty of taking the life of his wife by setting her on fire and leav-

ing her to die in order to collect insurance money,” said Marshall. “Mr. Martin, a former state trooper entrusted with 

protecting others, not only murdered his wife, but has repeatedly avoided justice for nearly 24 years. The jury’s guilty 

verdict and Martin’s sentence of life without parole ensure that he will pay for his crime and justice will be served.” 

Martin was previously convicted in Mobile County Circuit Court in 2000 and served 15 years on death row for killing 

his wife. In 2015, his conviction was overturned, and a new trial was ordered. 

 Rather than proceeding with a retrial, the lower court dismissed the indictment, and Martin was freed. The Alabama 

Court of Criminal Appeals upheld the lower court’s decision in 2016. The Attorney General’s Criminal Appeals Divi-

sion argued that the indictment was improperly dismissed and that Martin should be required to stand trial again. On 

August 31, 2018, the Alabama Supreme Court agreed and reversed the lower courts’ decisions and ordered Martin be 

retried for capital murder. 

 In its August 2018 order, the Alabama Supreme Court restated the facts of the case as follows: “In 1995, the 

charred remains of Martin’s wife, Hammoleketh, were found inside a burned vehicle that had collided with a tree. Alt-

hough it appeared to be an accident, evidence indicated that the vehicle fire was intentionally set and that the victim was 

alive when the fire started. Further evidence indicated that Martin made inconsistent statements to law enforcement con-

cerning the time he discovered his wife missing, whether his wife carried a gasoline can in her vehicle and whether his 

wife had used a BIC brand lighter found at the scene as a flashlight because the dome light in her vehicle did not work.” 

Although Martin acknowledged the existence of a $200,000 life insurance policy, he denied there was any other. In fact, 

there was another policy for $150,000 that was collectible only if his wife died in a passenger vehicle. A trooper report 

prepared by Martin the year before involved an accident with similar circumstances. 

 Attorney General Marshall commended Assistant Attorneys General Andrew Arrington, Tina Hammonds, Polly 

Kenny, Audrey Jordan, and Jon Hayden for their skilled and thorough preparation of the case. Marshall also gave spe-

cial thanks to District Attorney Ashley Rich and Jo Beth Murphree of the Mobile County District Attorney’s Office for 

their invaluable assistance in the successful prosecution of this case. 

AG Marshall announces conviction, life sentence of 

former State Trooper George Martin for 1995 capital 

murder of wife in Mobile County 
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Record Your Firearm 
The rights and responsibilities of a firearms owner do not end with secure 

storage. If the firearm is lost or stolen, it is imperative to work quickly to 

report the theft or loss. 

 

Nearly all firearm accidents in the home can be prevented when gun owners take simple 

precautions, and proper storage is the number one way to help prevent accidents” said Steve 

Sanetti, NSSF president and CEO. “Anyone who is going to own a firearm should respect it 

and secure it when not in use to help prevent firearm accidents and misuse.” 

NSSF’s Top Ten Safety Tips include: 

 Always keep the firearm’s muzzle pointed in a safe direction. A “safe direction” means that 

the gun is pointed so that even if an accidental discharge occurred, it would not result in 

injury. 

 Always keep your finger off the trigger until you actually intend to shoot. When handling a 

gun, rest your finger outside the trigger guard or along the side of the gun. Don’t touch the 

trigger until you are actually ready to fire. 

 Firearms should be unloaded when not actually in use. Whenever you pick up a gun, such 

as when removing it from or returning it to storage, remember to point it in a safe direction 

and make sure it is unloaded. 

 Be sure you know how your firearm operates: read the manual on your firearm, know how 

to safely open and close the action of the firearm and know how to safely remove any 

ammunition from the firearm and its magazine. 

 Store your firearms in a locked cabinet, safe, gun vault or storage case when not in use, 

ensuring they are in a location inaccessible by children and cannot be handled by anyone 

without your permission. 

 Store your ammunition in a locked location separate from firearms. 

 Use a gun locking device that renders the firearm inoperable when not in use. A gun lock 

should be used as an additional safety precaution and not as a substitute for secure storage. 

 Make sure young people in your home are aware of and understand the safety guidelines 

concerning firearms. Have them sign the Project ChildSafe Pledge for young people—a 

reminder that if they find an unattended firearm in their home or a neighbor’s to not touch 

it, and tell an adult. 

 Always unload, clean and place your firearms in their secure storage location immediately 

after returning from a hunting trip or a day at the range. 

 Educate everyone in your family about firearms safety. Visit the Project ChildSafe website 

for safety information and to find out where to get a free firearm safety kit in your area.  

The “SAFE” in “S.A.F.E. Summer” serves as an acronym for Secure your firearms when not in 

use; Be Aware of those around you who should not have unauthorized access to guns; Focus on 

your responsibility as a firearm owner; and Educate yourself and others about safe firearm 

handling and storage.  The S.A.F.E. Summer campaign focuses on equipping gun owners take 

responsible action to help keep their families and communities safer, particularly while children 

are home from school and more likely to be unattended. 

http://www.projectchildsafe.org/safety/safe-storage
http://www.projectchildsafe.org/safety/get-a-safety-kit
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  Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 
Calls to 
Service/

Activities 
864 779 982 965 814        4404 

Daily Jail 
Inmate 

Average 
32 33 36 40 38        36 

Prisoner 
Transports 

Made 
12 27 18 20 12        89 

Incident & 
Offense 

Police 
Reports 

51 67 47 52 56        275 

Arrests 
Made 42 32 38 39 48        199 

Warrants 
Served 55 58 32 62 70        278 

Tickets 
Issued 129 40 62 51         282 

Patrol 
Miles 

Driven 
26,350 21,054 22,343 26,113 25,958        86,837 

Civil 
Papers 
Served 

46 38 65 52 70        271 

Pistol 
Permits 
Issued 

159 156 167 109 108        699 

DUI 
Arrests 5 0 4 19 2        30 

Drug 
Arrests 14 7 7 4 14        46 

Sex 
Offenders 
Register 

19 13 27 20 14        93 
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When our Cars Only Had Two-Sixty Air-Conditioning 

 I have a serious problem.  Well, serious might be an overstatement, 

but it is as least an uncomfortable situation.  I live in the deep-south, 

summer has arrived, and my home’s air-conditioner keeps going out.  

The breaker keeps tripping.  The first time this happened, I didn’t 

realize the problem.  A few weeks ago the unit wasn’t cooling, so I 

called my heating and cooling technician.  He had to add a couple of 

pounds of Freon, so when it stopped again, I assumed it must be low 

again.  I feared I might have a leak, which is usually not a good thing.  

I was so embarrassed when he came out, only to flip a breaker.  At 

least I have never called an electrician when a light bulb burned out!   

 I’m not sure if my a/c unit actually has a problem or if the breaker 

has gone bad.  If it is the latter, I guess that would mean my breaker is 

broken.  I think I would prefer that the breaker be broken, rather than the unit, because a broken 

unit might break me – or flip my breaker!  Anyway, what I do know is the heat and humidity down 

here are so high that not having a/c can bring on much pain and suffering, maybe even suffocation.  

I don’t think I’m going to die from the heat, but I will confess, I have adapted quite well to air 

conditioning.   

 I remember the days when the only people who had air-conditioning were the rich and 

famous...well, and Ken Smith’s family.  My family was neither rich nor famous, so the closest 

thing we had to a/c was a large window fan.  Back in those days churches had funeral home fans 

instead of air-conditioners.  Some motels, theatres, and restaurants, were air-conditioned.  They had 

red neon lights hanging in their windows advertising air-conditioning.  Theatres had “vacancy/no 

vacancy signs” and “air-conditioned signs.”  That increased business in the summer.  When I was a 

kid, I would have paid money to spend the night in a cool air-conditioned motel room - if I had had 

any money - if we had had a motel.  Our theatre in downtown Rainsville did not have air 

conditioning because it was a drive-in theatre.  About the best you could do was roll down all the 

windows and bring along a few funeral home fans, or maybe use your bingo cards for fans.  We 

could have run the a/c in our car but all it had was two-sixty a/c.  What?  You’ve never heard of 

two-sixty air-conditioning?  That’s what we called rolling down two windows and going sixty 

miles-per-hour.  There is any number of variations of this type air-conditioning.  You may have one

-sixty, three-forty, four-fifty-five, and, well you get the point.  For maximum a/c, you could have 

four-eighty, but you could also get a speeding ticket.  Some cars even had little vent windows you 

could open up.  In the late sixties, Chevrolet came out with something called “astro-ventilation” in 

some of their cars.  This was not air conditioning but those cars had vents, like air-conditioning, 

that air blew through but it was not cooled air.  It worked about as well as two-sixty air-

conditioning!  Either way, it was little more than hot air blowing in your face.  

 Occasionally, I love to turn off my a/c, 

roll down the windows, and even let back the 

sunroof and pretend its 1970 something.  The 

fresh air feels good, especially early in the 

morning before the temperature has reached 

broiling.  I’m not quite ready to go back to two

-sixty a/c, or funeral home fans, on a 

permanent basis, so I need to give thanks for 

the modern luxuries that we tend to view as 

necessities.   

Bro Bill King Columnist 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiFtfev7IfjAhXsYd8KHd9OBeIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elitedaily.com%2Fp%2Fthe-2018-road-trip-playlist-your-wanderlust-didnt-know-it-needed-7763721&psig=AOvVaw1HlY8Iq1FLRz
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Crossing Over 
 By Pam Ford Davis   
 

At intersections… before crossing, stop-look & listen. 

 At train-tracks… before crossing, stop-look & listen. 

 Crossing over into new adventures… before crossing, stop-look & listen. 

 God speaks words of encouragement. 

 “Then Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel. And he said to them: ‘I 

am one hundred and twenty years old today. I can no longer go out and come 

in. Also the Lord has said to me, ‘You shall not cross over this Jordan.’ The 

Lord your God Himself crosses over before you; He will destroy these nations 

from before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua himself crosses over 

before you, just as the Lord has said (Deuteronomy 31:1-3 NKJV).” 

 He crosses before you. 

Smart Phone App 
  

To download the app. 
 Go to your app store 
 Search and download the Mobile Patrol app 
 Open the app and select Alabama  
 Under Agency select Coosa 
  

Some information in the app includes the Jail Population (Detention), Out-
standing Warrants, Crime Tips and the Most Wanted in Coosa County as well 
as general contact information 

Scripture Encouragement  
 

“And the Lord, He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you, 

He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.” 

Deuteronomy 31:8 NKJV 
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July 

August 

 

 

 

911 Related:  

Accidental: 1 

Auto Crash: 10 

Drowned:  1 

Duty Related Illness: 1 

Gunfire: 27 

Heat attack: 7 

Motorcycle Crash: 1 

Struck by Vehicle: 9 

Vehicular Assault: 2 

January: 11 

February:  11 

March: 8 

April: 7 

May: 10 

June: 13 

 

Alabama: 4 

 

Month: Type Of Death: 

Total Officers Down = 47 
As of June 26, 2019  

4th– 

5th 

All Day Independence Day State 

Holiday 

12th 9-2 Rockford Market Day 

27th 7-10 West Coosa Senior Center 

Breakfast 

   

7th  All Day Students 1st Day of School 

Coosa County 

   

Julius Jamal "Jay" Dailey 

Deputy Sheriff Jay Dailey was killed 

in a vehicle crash while responding a 

burglary in progress at 11:58 pm. 

 

His patrol car left the roadway on a 

curve in the 1100 block of Highway 41 

and overturned, causing him to suffer 

fatal injuries. He was extricated from 

the vehicle and transported to a local 

hospital where he passed away. 

 

Deputy Dailey had served with the Monroe County Sheriff's Office 

for two years. He had previously served with the Alabama Depart-

ment of Corrections, Thomasville Police Department, and Pine Hill 

Police Department for eight years. He is survived by his daughter. 
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Contact Information you may need! 
Take this page and post near your phone or computer for future use. 

Coosa County Sheriff’s Office 

 Emergency Calls 9-1-1—All other calls .………………. 256-377-4922 
 Dispatch ……………………………………………………... Option 1 
 Pistol Permits ………………………………………………. Option 3 
 Office …………………………………….…………………... Option 4 

Board of Registrar’s Office…………………………………… 256-377-2418 

Central Alabama Electric Cooperative ……………………….. 256-377-2498 

Circuit Clerk’s Office…………………………………………... 256-377-4988 

Commissioners’ Office …………………………………………. 256-377-2420 

Coosa County Extension Office ………………………………. 256-377-4713 

Coosa County School Board ………………………………….. 256-377-4913 
 Central Elementary School…………………………………. 256-377-1456 
 Central Middle School ..…………………………………….. 256-377-1490 
 Central High School .………………………………………... 256-377-4384 
 Science and Technology ……………………………………. 256-377-4678 

Alabama Forestry Commission …..…………………………… 256-377-4638 

County Highway Department …………………………………. 256-377-2261 

Department of Human Resources ……………………………. 256-377-2000 

District Judge’s Office…………..…………………………….. 256-377-4957 

First Bank in Rockford………………………………………….. 256-377-1000 

Goodwater Town Hall …………………………………………. 256-839-6301 

Goodwater Health Care ………………………………………. 256-839-5900 

Juvenile Probation Officer  …......…………………………….. 256-377-2687 

Probate Judge’s Office………………………………………….. 256-377-4919 

Revenue Commissioner’s Office……………………………... 256-377-4916 

Rockford Post Office …………………………………………… 256-377-4698 

Rockford Town Hall …………………………………………….. 256-377-4911 

Tag Office ……...……………………………………………….. 256-377-4910 

Triple R Restaurant …………………………………………… 256-377-1333 
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The Yellow Dot Program 
 The “Yellow Dot” program is designed to assist Alabama citizens and first responders in the 

event of an automobile crash or other medical emergency involving the participant’s vehicle. The program can 
help save lives during the critical “Golden Hour” by improving communication at a time when accident victims 
may be unable to communicate for themselves.  Pick up a “Yellow Dot” folder here at the Sheriff’s Office, have your 
photo taken and printed.  
 A “Yellow Dot” decal on the driver’s side rear window of a vehicle alerts first responders to check in the glove 
compartment for the corresponding “Yellow Dot” folder. Having this information following a crash helps first re-
sponders positively identify the person, get in touch with family or emergency contacts and ensures that the per-
son’s current medications and pre-existing medical conditions are considered when treatment is administered for 
injuries. 

Project Lifesaver 
Project Lifesaver is a radio transmission system designed to assist law enforcement and rescue agen-

cies in locating lost or missing persons who have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, Autism, Dementia, or other 
disorders that may prohibit them from communicating personal information such as who they are or where they 
live. Project lifesaver can help provide peace of mind to caregivers. However, it does not replace the need for su-
pervised care. 
 The transmitter is a small circular radio device on a wristband, approximately the size of a wristwatch. The 
transmitters and wristbands are worn 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and are difficult to remove without the ap-
propriate tools. If the participant becomes lost or missing, the Sheriff’s Office and emergency response services 
have specialized tracking equipment to help isolate the location of the transmitter the participant is wearing. The 
search will start from the last known location of the participant and work outward until the transmission signal is 
obtained. The goal is to determine the location of the signal in a quick, timely manner, minimizing the risk of harm 
to the loved one. 
 CCSO is proud to participate, along with the other agencies in Alabama, in this very worthy and worthwhile 
program; Sheriff Wilson says this is another way we will live up to out motto,  “To Serve and Protect” and he is 
extremely proud to offer this great service to Coosa County! 

Neighborhood Watch Program 
 A citizen’s involvement program where citizens, in cooperation with their local law enforcement agency, 

directly participate in the detection and prevention of crime.  These citizens keep well informed about their neigh-
borhood and of any suspicious, criminal or dangerous activities that may be occurring.  Coosa County has five 
communities that participate with the CCSO in this program.  Their meetings are scheduled every month, the dates 
and times are indicated.   

 July  1 - 6:00 PM - Union Square 
 Meeting canceled for summer Richville  
 July  8 - 6:30 PM  - Smyrna 
 July  16 - 6:30 PM - Hanover 
 July  18 - 6:30 PM - Weogufka 
 


